Methods of Research 
The first division is between qualitative and quantative research.
Qualitative research



Quantative research
· Description



Statistics and numbers
· Establish relationships

Using measuring tools
· Forming hypotheses


Formal review possible
· Research



Comparing is important
Often you will use both quantative and qualitative elements in your research. Which of boths methods is your main method is determined by the subjects of your research.
Examples of situations in which qualitative research is most important: testing methods in school, method of bouncers at a new night club, work assessment of teleworkers, student’s motivation to choose a specific study and is this in line with expectations based on their profile, opinion poll about smoke-free bars. 
Examples in which quantative research is most important: relationship between the surface and the speed you can develop as a cyclist, relationship between the price and demand of a product, relationship between age and interest in computers or mp3-players, the amount of alcohol you can make from an amount of sugar, research concerning a junction with traffic lights and an advice for a better traffic flow. 
You can also distinguish types of research looking how the main question is formulated. 

· descriptive: the researcher tries to record a situation, event or development as accurate as possible.
· explanatory: the research tries to explain how something came to be.
· predictive: the researcher tries to predict future developments based on gathered information.
· comparative: the researcher compares for example an event from the past with a similiar contemporary event.
· evaluation: the researcher judges a situation or an event. You need a criterium to base your evaluation on.
· prescriptive: the researcher has gathered the necessary data to give advice on how a situation should be changed (prescription).
Finally, you can distinguish types of research looking at the way you gather your data.

· desk research: books, internet etc. 
· field research: you can make observation, interview people or vary the circumstances of your experiment.
· laboratory research: research concerning experiments and controlled environments. .
· simulation: research in which people or the computer simulate real-life situations (like the business simulation last year.)
