How to formulate a main research question (and sub-questions)?

Every research starts with a question. A practical assignment or final paper requires extensive research. Therefore you will have to formulate one or more research questions.
Provisional research question
· Choose a subject about which you ask yourself a certain question. This will be your main idea.
· Formulate a provisional research question. 

· Make sure there is enough information available about the subject for example on the interent, in the library or in newspapers.
· Start reading about your subject.

· Check if your research question is workable. Can you answer this question? Also check if the scope of your research is not too wide for your time limit. 
The main question
It is easy just to start looking somewhere for informatie about a subject you want to do research into, but you should not a be afraid to find too little information. More of then not, this is not a problem. The biggest problem is having too much information to work with and straying from your original question. It is therefore wise to come up with a well-formulated central question. 

Try to come up with some sub-questions that function as a tool to answer your central question. 
There are different kinds of questions:
· Descriptive question: The anwer to a descriptive question is a description of a situation, an event or a development. An example: How does the Dutch state influence income distribution? 

· Explanatory question: The answer to an explanatory question is an explanation to an event or development. An example: Why does Barclays want buy ABN Amro?
· Analysis question: The answer to an analysis question is to show what causes certain events or shows the impact of certain developments. An example: Why do sport records keep improving? 
· Argumentative question: The answer to an argumentative questions is your opinion or the opinion of someone else. It is not only about your opinion, but also about the arguments you can provide to support your statement. An example: Should animal testing be allowed to test medicin?  

Your main question has to meet the following requirements:
· Not too general: The more general your question, the more information and time you need for your research.

· Clearly defined: The subject, available time and research area should be cleary defined (what, when, where?).

· Unambigious: It can only be answered in one way.
· Doable: You should be able to answer your question with the tools and time available to you.
The sub-questions

You can probably not answer your main question in a few words. That is why you have to divide your main question into sub-questions that you can answer seperately. The answers to these sub-questions will form the final answer to your main question. 
Think about what information you need to answer your main question. If you struggle doing this, you can make a ‘mind map’: write down your subject in the middle of blank page and write around words that are related tot his subject.
The sub-questions will help you to give structure to your research and your report. They also reduce the possibility you will forget something.  
· Sub-questions should meet the same requirements as your main question.
· They should support your main question. Do not formulate sub-questions that are not necessry for answering your main question.
· Sub-questions are less complex than your main question.

· They should be in an logical order:

· Chronological.

· Create a logical story.

· In order of complexity: first descriptive, then explanatory, etc.
· Limit yourself in the amount of sub-questions. Five to seven sub-quetions should be enough.
Formulating your research question and sub-questions is not easy. Keep in mind that you can always alter your questions if necessary. 
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