Writing an article
Writing an article is a new skill that you will have to master. This text will function as a guideline for you to write down your research results in a clear and structured manner. The article should also be written in such a way that it arouses people’s interest. The title or a short introduction should already have this effect.  
Keep in the mind the following points:
· A recital of your research results in bullet points might be informative, but it is not interesting to read. Try to make your text interesting a spontaneous by adding critical questions. Do not think to long about your formulation. You can always correct grammar or formulation issues later.  
· The structure of your article is very important. Try to formulate your research question as clearly as possible. This includes stating clearly what you did and did not research! As they say in the art-world ‘Less is more! 
· You can also ask your Dutch teacher for help or use the theory about writing that is presented in this course.  

By sticking to the stepwise structure below you can prevent confusion and unclearness. 
1) Exploring
2) Preparing
3) Execute
4) Reflect
1) Exploring
First get a clear image of what the assignment entailes. Try to find an answer to the following questions:
· What is expected of me?
· What type of text do I have to write? (e.g. informative, argumentative, etc.)
· Who is my audience?
· What goal do I want to achieve?

· About what subject am I writing?
· What theories, thoughts and ideas can I use and where can I get this information?
· What is my way of working?
· How long should the article be?
The questions and the answers will form your writing plan. An example of a writing plan is provided on the last page of this document.  
2) Preparing
Gathering information
Gathering data will probably spark some ideas for your research questions. It is possible that some questions need to be reformulated and this is also encouraged. Try to answer the questions of who, what, where, when and how about your subject and consult both written sources (e.g. newspapers, magazines, books, etc.) and oral sources (interviews with experts, contact with organisations) to gather as much data as possible.  
You results are important, but you should also consider how much knowledge your audience already has about your subject. You can use this when writing your article.  

Select

Back to your writing plan. Who is your audience again? What is the goal of your text? What information is useful for this type of text, your audience and your goal? Select your information while keeping these three aspects in mind. 
Structure
There is a blurred line between selecting and structuring your article. When selecting useful information you can make a provisional structure for your text. Structure your text by using key words and key sentences. Again, always keep the type of text, your goal and your audience in mind.  


3) Execute
Formulate
When you know what information you are going to use and how you are going to structure your text, you start thinking about your formulation. Turn your key words into key sentences and illustrate them with examples. Divide your text into paragraphs afterwards.
In this phase do not pay too much attention to details yet. The structure of your text should include: 

· An interesting title;

· A short introduction that arouses the reader’s interest;

· A few paragraphs in which you present your results;

· (optional) conclusions or critical questions.
Checking
After formulating your sentences you have to check whether your sentences are grammatically correct and whether there are any spelling errors in your text. Adapt your formulation to suit your audience and make your text as interesting to read as possible 
Rewriting
After you finish your first draft, you should give your text to someone who was not involved in the writing process. Ask him or her to give comments and provide possible improvements. Read these comments carefully and ask yourself whether you agree with them or not. Adapt your text accordingly. Criteria for a well-written text are:
· Purposefulness (Right type of text, goal; based on substantial research)

· Targeting the audience (interesting introduction; conclusion aimed at target audience; well-suited for intended readers)

· Structure (Structure; clear and logically structured, well-divided paragraphs; clear redline through the paragraphs) 

· Reliability (were you well-informed?)

· Novelty (surprising conclusions; new insight in your subject)
· Language (correct sentences, spelling, punctuation; language adapted to the level of the reader; variation in language use)

Example Writing plan

Subject: ..........

Text Type: 
Reflexive
Goal:         
Food for thought
Audience:    Upper cycle
Medium:     
School newspaper
Introduction:
Formulate question
                 
My reaction to this assignment

       
Recognising my reaction
                
Goal of the text
Core 1:    
Provide information about ......



       
How .........?



     
What are the possibilities?

     
Who....?

                 
How much .......?

                 
motivations/reasons.......?


Core 2:     
Opinion of....


     
motivation .........

                 
how ......

Core 3:    
Why......

Core 4:    
Results of ..................

Conclusion:        
Consideration of………..
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